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I. SYNOPSIS
SHORT SYNOPSIS
Set in the lush and royal country of Zamunda, newly-crowned King Akeem (Eddie Murphy) and his trusted confidante Semmi (Arsenio Hall) embark on an all-new hilarious adventure that has them traversing the globe from their great African nation to the borough of Queens, New York – where it all began. 
Original cast favorites from COMING TO AMERICA return including King Jaffe Joffer (James Earl Jones), Queen Lisa (Shari Headley), Cleo McDowell (John Amos), Maurice (Louie Anderson) and the motley barbershop crew. Joining this star-studded ensemble are Wesley Snipes, Leslie Jones, Tracy Morgan, Jermaine Fowler, Bella Murphy, Rotimi, KiKi Layne, Nomzamo Mbatha and Teyana Taylor, making COMING 2 AMERICA the most anticipated comedy film of the year.
LONGER SYNOPSIS
Eddie Murphy reprises his role as the ever-charming Prince Akeem and leads an all-star cast for the much-anticipated sequel, COMING 2 AMERICA. 
Three decades and three beautiful daughters later, Akeem prepares to take over the reigns of his homeland of Zamunda. As antiquated gender roles are being challenged within his home, he is also faced with a new dilemma on the outside. While tradition has always required a male heir to take the throne, Akeem feels torn between following custom and creating change. While considering his eldest daughter, Meeka, who is the strongest choice, his rival, General Izzi, is plotting a union of dynasties with his son, Idi, as Meeka’s groom. Meanwhile, an ailing King Joffer delivers the shocking news that Akeem has a long-lost son, Lavelle, in Queens. 
After an unexpected turn of events, Akeem, now the King of Zamunda, along with his trusted confidante, Semmi, return to New York to tend to this unfinished royal family business. Upon finding Lavelle, Akeem convinces him to travel to Zamunda in order to learn the customs of royal life in preparation for becoming the heir to the throne. While Akeem smooths tensions with his wife and three daughters, General Izzi decides that his daughter, Bopoto, will become Lavelle’s wife. All the while, Lavelle is falling in love with his royal barber, Mirembe, who has dreams of owning her own barbershop. 

Arsenio Hall returns as Semmi, alongside James Earl Jones as King Jaffe Joffer, Shari Headley as Lisa, John Amos as Cleo McDowell, Louie Anderson as Maurice and the legendary barbershop crew who sparked the laughs in 1988 for COMING TO AMERICA. Jermaine Fowler, Leslie Jones, Tracy Morgan, KiKi Layne, Wesley Snipes, Teyana Taylor, Nomzamo Mbatha, Bella Murphy, Akiley Love and Rotimi are all aboard for this new hilarious adventure, which features appearances by Vanessa Bell Calloway, Paul Bates, Garcelle Beauvais, Clint Smith, Luenell, Michael Blackson and so many more.
Amazon Studios presents, in association with Paramount Pictures and New Republic Pictures, presents COMING 2 AMERICA, an Eddie Murphy Production/Misher Films Production, directed by Craig Brewer. COMING 2 AMERICA releases globally on Prime Video on March 5, 2021.
II. REWIND: ONCE UPON A TIME, IN 1988
Where in New York can one find a woman with 
grace, elegance, taste and culture…a woman suitable for a king?
– Semmi 

Just over three decades ago, on June 26, 1988, to be exact, Eddie Murphy introduced moviegoers to Prince Akeem, the heir to the throne of the magical land of Zamunda. Having lived an ever-charmed existence, complete with rose bearers and a devoted team of royal bathers, Akeem awakens on his birthday, ready to embark on his 21st year of life.
Upon meeting his beautiful, dutiful, soon-to-be bride, Imani (Vanessa Bell Calloway), Akeem immediately realizes that unlike his parents, King Jaffe Joffer (James Earl Jones) and Queen Aoleon (the late Madge Sinclair), a traditional, arranged marriage is not what he wants. Instead, he seeks a woman who thinks for herself and has a strong sense of self. Most important, he wants to fall in love. Eager to see the world and expand his horizons (or as his father believes, to “sow your royal oats”), he’s given approval to travel abroad for 40 days with his trusted confidante, Semmi (Arsenio Hall).
When Akeem informs Semmi that his intention for the trip to the United States is to find his queen, he flips a coin to decide whether to travel to New York (heads) or Los Angeles (tails). The Zamundan coin that bears Akeem’s image lands on heads. When they glance over a map to ponder where in New York he might find his royal match, they settle on the borough of Queens.
And so, began the fantastical comedy that was COMING TO AMERICA. 
From the moment Akeem and Semmi touch down in New York – dressed head-to-toe in their African finest, with an overflowing mass of designer luggage – they’re determined to fit in.
“We are not rich. We’re ordinary African students,” Akeem tells their cab driver, who is among the first New Yorkers to give them the side-eye. The real fun begins when the royal duo arrives in Queens, starting with the handful of “real Americans” they encounter – the legendary, all-knowing My-T-Sharp barbershop crew, Clarence and Saul (Eddie Murphy), Morris (Arsenio Hall) and Sweets (Clint Smith).
On his quest to find love, Akeem drags Semmi to local nightclubs and church functions, the latter is where he spots Lisa McDowell (Shari Headley). Determined to win her heart, Akeem decides that he can get closer to her by working at her family’s fast food restaurant, McDowell’s, owned and operated by her dad, Cleo (John Amos) and located on Queens Boulevard.
Between mopping floors and emptying the trash, he takes his time getting to know her, meanwhile, she has no idea that he is rich, royal and has his own currency, literally. The pair take long walks and talk for hours, which is how their friendship develops into love. And while Akeem was smitten from the start, he is overjoyed to learn that Lisa has fallen for him, not as a prince, but as a man.

After his parents arrive in Queens to summon him and Semmi home, Akeem confesses his love for Lisa, which his mother approves of and eventually convinces the King to follow suit. But Akeem makes it clear to everyone that even without the blessing of his parents, he’s ready and willing to relinquish his royal life to be with the love of his life.
In true fairytale fashion, Akeem and Lisa marry in a lavish ceremony and ride off into the Zamundan sunset.
III. ZAMUNDA, 2021
Today, we celebrate 30 years of Zamundan prosperity,

30 years of service to our great nation…

and 30 years of delicious fast food.

– Akeem 
Akeem is awakened by his dedicated servant, Oha, with Lisa by his side. While the couple begin their day in a royal way, this particular day is very special for them as it’s their 30th anniversary!  
One-by-one, their three daughters, Tinashe, Omma and Meeka, greet them warmly and everyone smiles. Along with celebrating the couple’s anniversary, the day marks 30 years of Zamundan prosperity, service and fast food, by way of McDowell’s Zamunda, so there is a lot to be happy about.
And so, begins COMING 2 AMERICA.
The much-anticipated sequel follows the ever-unfolding story of the Joffers, the royal family of the land of Zamunda. While the passage of time has resulted in a few changes in the country, some traditions, especially inside the palace, are stuck in the past. As King Jaffe Joffer nears the end of his life, the spotlight turns to Prince Akeem and the inevitable transfer of power. There’s also the burning question of who will become his heir.
Akeem and Lisa have settled into a cozy life, but like most families, there are the occasional disagreements to settle. Akeem and Lisa’s evolution as husband-and-wife, parents and soon-to-be elders is both relatable and universal.

“In COMING TO AMERICA, an African prince travels to America to find a regular girl and he brings her back to make her his princess. It’s a modern fairytale that a lot of people love and also, it was the very first time they ever had a movie with Black folks, where you had kings and queens,” Eddie Murphy says. “This film is a really cool continuation of that story and I want people to have a great experience while watching it.”
Director Craig Brewer is among the many people who still love the first film.

“The real benefit of making a sequel to a classic like COMING TO AMERICA 30 years later is that you get into the territory of your characters having lived lives,” notes Brewer, who saw the original film, which was his grandmother’s favorite, in theaters as a teenager. “With Akeem, he’s watching his kids grow up and have their own opinions and also, he now carries the weight of being the king of his own castle. I knew those were interesting elements that we could bring to the story, along with the laughter. What might surprise many people is that there’s a lot of heart and soul to the movie.”
In life, as in art, timing is key. According to producer Kevin Misher, the sequel came together when Murphy felt the time was right. “When taking on the sequel to a legendary property like the original COMING TO AMERICA, there’s a certain obligation as a filmmaker because you have multiple generations of people who both revere it and regard it as their own,” he says. “So, you can’t think about doing anything related to COMING TO AMERICA unless Eddie Murphy decides that it’s time to tell the story. And at this point, he decided that the time had come to revisit Akeem as an older man with a family.”
The journey to bringing COMING 2 AMERICA to fruition began with a phone call from Murphy to screenwriter Barry W. Blaustein, who, along with his writing partner, David Sheffield, has collaborated with the actor since his early days on Saturday Night Live. In addition to COMING TO AMERICA, on which they served as co-producers, the duo also penned screenplays for Murphy’s box-office hits including BOOMERANG, THE NUTTY PROFESSOR, THE NUTTY PROFESSOR II: THE KLUMPS. For COMING 2 AMERICA, Murphy created the characters, while Blaustein and Sheffield crafted the story and co-wrote the screenplay with Kenya Barris.
“I got a call from Eddie, out of nowhere, and he said, I think I have a way of doing the sequel,” remembers Blaustein. “After he gave me a brief synopsis of the idea, I was interested, and he said, “I want you and David to write it.” That was four years ago.

David Sheffield remembers their initial conversations with Murphy, about shaping the story. “Early on, we talked about how everyone would want to see what’s going on with Akeem and Lisa and we decided that they should be happily married, and we gave them three daughters,” he notes. “We also planted the seeds about there being a feminist statement with the oldest daughter assuming her rightful place and Kenya Barris took that and ran with it. He did such a great job and we’re honored to share a credit with him.” 
Barris recalls his fondness for the first film. “Eddie was one of the biggest stars in the world when COMING TO AMERICA came out and he took the opportunity to create a land where Black people were grand,” Barris adds. “The film is a Black fairytale and it pays tribute to our lineage, our heritage and the royalty and realness of who we are, which means a lot. Then, of course, there’s the fact that it was one of the funniest and most beloved movies of all time.”
The goal was to expand the story, yes, but also bring back as much of the original cast as possible. “For Eddie and Arsenio, I think the film just builds off of the friendship they’ve had forever. It was also fun trying to figure out how to put all the different characters back in there and we tried to include everybody. If you were in the original movie for five seconds, we thought, ‘We’ll try to get you in there,’” laughs Blaustein. 
Speaking of the original cast, Murphy reteams with Arsenio Hall and is joined by James Earl Jones, Shari Headley, John Amos and Louie Anderson, as well as Vanessa Bell Calloway, Paul Bates and Garcelle Beauvais. 
“Of the countless roles I’ve played, King Jaffe Joffer remains one of the most enjoyable and iconic characters I’ve had the pleasure of portraying,” notes James Earl Jones. “With his regal and commanding presence as the ruler of Zamunda, I reveled at bringing King Joffer to life for COMING TO AMERICA in 1988. And now, over 30 years later, I am honored to reprise my role for COMING 2 AMERICA. It means the world to me to be a part of this beloved franchise.”

He continues: “Working with Eddie Murphy has been an indelible experience. This powerful cast, both reuniting the original and welcoming the newcomers, represent the essence of Black royalty.” 
As Hall notes, not much has changed for his character, Semmi. “The thing I love about playing Semmi is that he’s so totally different from me. We have different egos and dispositions toward life,” Hall says. “Semmi is that guy who’s always around and even though he’s a pain in the ass, no one ever thinks about getting rid of him. Everybody’s definitely on his case, though.”
For Shari Headley, reprising her role as Lisa left her full of emotion. “For decades, I’ve lived with this character and this film that fans love so much,” she begins, “and I can’t think of another movie that after 30 years, has come up with a sequel with the original cast. This is history, it’s iconic, and I feel so blessed to be a part of it. It was great to see everyone together.” 
As fans of the original film remember, Lisa worked for her dad, Cleo (John Amos), at their family-run fast food spot, McDowell’s, so it would only be fitting that Cleo move to Africa to launch McDowell’s Zamunda.
“It’s very rare in this business that you get a chance to work with actors you respect,” Amos notes, “but then to work with those actors again, after thirty years, is beyond belief – it’s just a blessing.”
Admittedly, the veteran actor had to focus on maintaining a straight face when sharing scenes with Murphy. “Part of working with Eddie Murphy is controlling your emotions so you can play the moment as it should be played without cracking up at the wrong time,” he notes. The two actors shared a dramatic exchange in the film as well. “Cleo has to help Akeem continue on as the ruler of Zamunda, despite his losses and the pain he might be feeling. That moment enhances the story appreciably.”
As for Maurice (Louie Anderson), after decades of putting in work, he’s finally graduated from washing lettuce to frying fries and now, serves as assistant manager at McDowell’s Zamunda. And though he’s earned his stripes, he’s pretty much the same ol’ guy, thanks to comedy great, Louie Anderson. 

And there certainly could not be a sequel without Reverend Brown (Hall), Randy Watson (Murphy) and his legendary band, “Sexual Chocolate”, or the My-T-Sharp barbershop crew, who are still cutting up and clipping hair on the same block, in the same spot, despite all of the gentrification in Queens. Seeing Soul Glo hair products displayed around the shop makes it seem as though time has stood still for Clarence and Saul (Murphy), Morris (Hall) and Sweets (Clint Smith), but they’re not short on sharing their flagrant opinions about current events. 
“It’s like getting a chance to step into a time machine, but like the best time machine, ever,” Barris says of watching Murphy and Hall slip back into the multiple characters that are so beloved by fans. “Knowing that they’re friends in real life and actually seeing them work together again, you can really feel all of that energy in their scenes.” 
Along with the characters fans know well, COMING 2 AMERICA features a plethora of new faces from Leslie Jones and Tracy Morgan, to KiKi Layne, Jermaine Fowler, Nomzamo Mbatha and so many more. “We’re reintroducing the audience to Akeem and Semmi,” says Misher, “plus their trip to America is about bringing a whole new generation of characters back to Zamunda. It’s a mix of younger and older, famous and breaking actors, all of whom the audience is going to be thrilled about and laugh like they’ve never laughed before.” 
IV. LAVELLE, THE PRINCE FROM QUEENS
My time has come, my son…

You must heed my words before I’m gone.
The throne is passed to a male heir.

It appears that your shortcomings in masculinity have turned out to be unfounded.

It is true…you have a son, Akeem. 

 – King Jaffe Joffer
It is a long-standing Zamundan tradition that the throne be passed to a male heir. With assistance from the all-knowing Baba, advisor to King Joffer and a welcomed new character played by an unrecognizable Arsenio Hall, it comes to light that Akeem has, indeed, sired a male child.  Ironically, Semmi doesn’t seem so surprised.
Enter Lavelle Junson of Queens, son of Mary and Akeem, nephew of Uncle Reem.
Lavelle is introduced to the story on his 30th birthday. Having grown weary of side-hustling as a ticket scalper for his Uncle Reem (Tracy Morgan), Lavelle is seeking stable employment, by way of Mr. Duke, heir to the Duke & Duke empire (a nod to TRADING PLACES and COMING TO AMERICA). We find him also searching for his life’s purpose with ambitions of his own. Lavelle meets his father outside of Madison Square Garden and much to his surprise learns that he is royalty, which is news that makes his family quite happy. But before he can get a taste of royal life, he has to travel to Zamunda to take the intense, three-part princely tests.
“One of the things about COMING TO AMERICA was that it was a classic fish out of water story,” says Misher. “With Akeem and Semmi coming back to America 30 years later and Lavelle and his family dropping into the wonderful and picturesque world of Zamunda, we now have two fish out of water stories happening in this movie.”
For Jermaine Fowler, portraying Lavelle is a dream come true. “To say that the original COMING TO AMERICA had an influence on me feels like an understatement,” he says. “That first movie is such a milestone in cinema and it inspired me so much, but not just me. There are many generations of actors, comedians and make-up artists who were inspired, too. And now, to be in this film, playing the son of Eddie Murphy, who is my favorite comedian, is just surreal.”
When describing his character, Fowler is thoughtful. “What’s interesting is that Lavelle has always been this guy who wanted something more out of life,” he notes, “but he just wasn't sure what that thing was until his estranged dad tells him, ‘You're the Prince of Zamunda.’ It all happens so quickly for him. Even though some people think that reaching a certain status changes you, I think it only emphasizes who you really are. Lavelle is a sweetheart who wants to help other people and what he learns is that money isn’t the answer. I think audiences are going to enjoy seeing who he really is.”
When Lavelle meets the royals, he has to put in work to win them over, starting with his three younger sisters, all of whom are regal, whip-smart and can spar with their dad like pros. It’s from Meeka that he catches the most heat. After all, she has trained her whole life to be heir to the throne. 
“I love how passionate she is,” says KiKi Layne of Meeka. “I love the fight she has within her, both physically and spiritually. Meeka is a young woman who is not willing to accept traditions, but instead, she seeks to expand the assumptions about what women are capable of in the world. I think that’s a message a lot of people will connect with.” And about flexing Meeka’s physical prowess, Layne was all for it. “You know, getting in there with Eddie Murphy was a lot of fun,” she says of their sparring scene. “I got to whoop him – a lil’ bit!”
Omma, the middle daughter, played by Bella Murphy (daughter of Eddie), is calm, cool and as she notes, “royal, but not too stuffy. Omma is the type of person who analyzes a situation before she reacts.” 
Starring in the film is a first for the budding actress, who saw the original film when she was just 11 years old. “I remember it being really funny to watch,” Murphy notes, “and it shaped a lot of my humor, too. I’m really passionate about pursuing acting, so when my dad told me about this part, I was excited about auditioning and also, training for the role. It was fun to do it all with him.”
Then there’s the baby of the Joffer bunch. “I’m kind of the smartest child in the family and am always the one who’s having a little bit more fun than I’m supposed to,” says 12 year old Akiley Love of Tinashe, who assists her new brother with learning about their shared ancestry. And while the young performer makes her big screen debut in the film, she’s no stranger to the camera. In fact, she’s hosted her own YouTube show, Do It Yourself Girl! – DIYG with Akiley, which she also wrote, produced and directed.
Though the new prince needs some time to adjust to royal life and the dynamics of his new family, someone who settles right in is his mother, Mary. When it came time to cast the role, screenwriters Sheffield and Blaustein had the ideal person in-mind.
“We said, ‘What about Leslie Jones?’” remembers Sheffield. 
Blaustein laughs in agreement. “Yes, it was the only time we’ve ever written a casting suggestion!” he says.
“It’s been thirty years since the first film, so I thought the sequel could only be good with the whole original cast,” Leslie Jones admits. “When I heard that everybody was back, I was like, ‘Oh it’s going to be so good because we want to know what happened with Akeem and Lisa, like did they live happily ever after…are they still rich?’ All of that! So, I thought it was a great idea and I’m excited to be a part of it.” 

Mary is all about her family, especially her son, who she wants to be happy in his life. When she discovers that he’s royalty, she makes it her mission to ensure that he’s treated as such, even if it means ruffling a few feathers. As for what she and her crew, including her sister-friend, Olivia (standup comedian Luenell) and cousins played by Rodney Perry and Navv Greene, add to the storyline, Jones notes, “We’re bringing the energy of Queens, where it all started. I feel like Lisa has missed Queens, so bringing Queens to Zamunda was an element that was needed.”  
Tracy Morgan, who, like Murphy and Jones, is a SNL alum, is appreciative of the opportunity to realize a professional dream. “I’ve been waiting my whole career to work with Eddie and now, I have a brick in the wall of the COMING TO AMERICA franchise.” he says. “When I look at the first film and then, to be a part of this one, yeah, I have a brick in this wall.”
While Lavelle is trying to find himself, he also finds unexpected love. “With the original film, there were a lot of firsts,” notes Sheffield. “It was one of the first major Black romantic comedies and also, it was the first where an African royal family was depicted on film. It was such a warm romantic comedy, so we definitely wanted to keep that sweetness with the sequel, so it had to be about young lovers this time.”
“Their chemistry is built around him learning what it means to be a man of Zamunda and her determination to pursue the bigger dreams she has for herself,” says Nomzamo Mbatha. “When I found out that I was going to be in the film, it was the most incredible moment and feeling because it was literally ‘coming to America’ for a girl like myself, coming all the way from South Africa.” As for what the original film meant to her, Mbatha adds, “When the first film came out, I would say that Africa wasn’t that visible to the American culture. If anything, it was a thought like, ‘This is what we imagine Africa to look like. Since then, the internet has literally opened up the world, so we know what Africa looks like, but now we want to know what it would feel like if it was home.’”
V. THE CLASH OF TWO DYNASTIES
It’s better to be bound by blood and marriage,

than be divided by blood and war.
 – General Izzi

For movie fans who have come to know Wesley Snipes for bringing the drama and the action to the big screen, it will be surprising to see him in COMING 2 AMERICA. As General Izzi, the fearless leader of Nexdoria, Snipes definitely holds his own alongside an ensemble cast of comedians.
As the changing of the guards unfolds for the Joffer family, their seemingly never-ending rivalry with neighboring nation, Nexdoria, continues to flare, complete with heavy doses of humor, suspense and even, dance. With his devoted army in tow, General Izzi stirs the pot at each and every opportunity.
Tensions between the two countries were sparked over 30 years ago, back when Akeem left General Izzi’s sister, Imani, at the altar and jetted off to America to find his true love. Since that time, there has been mayhem, with the General becoming laser-focused on uniting the dynasties through marriage somehow, someway or else.
“General Izzi is a man who is diplomatic in his own way,” Wesley Snipes says of his character. “He finds ways of convincing you to do something and he can make it easy or he can make it hard. What he wants is to unify Zamunda and Nexdoria so that all of Africa can prosper.”
Being a part of the film is an experience the actor has looked forward to for a long time. “Oh man, I’ve wanted to do this since the first film. Actually, I auditioned for COMING TO AMERICA (for the character of Daryell, which eventually went to Eriq La Salle) and made it to the final callbacks.” he recalls. “It just so happens that we came full circle and I am overjoyed to be a part of this production and the legacy of this iconic film.”

As Snipes notes, finding his comedy groove was pretty seamless, especially with Murphy, with whom he co-starred in DOLEMITE IS MY NAME. “I’m such a fan of Eddie and have seen so much of his work that I have some familiarity of his tones and his paces. I tried to find some harmony with that and not laugh while we were shooting our scenes.”
Craig Brewer can be credited with creating some of that harmony. “Craig is special and a very gifted filmmaker,” Murphy says. “To be able to direct DOLEMITE IS MY NAME and COMING 2 AMERICA, back-to-back, and have both movies, which are so different, turn out so good is a pretty neat trick.”

Along with flexing his comedic chops, Snipes makes sure that whenever General Izzi and his army enter a room, it feels like a major event. That was by design, so says choreographer Fatima Robinson. “As a director, Craig is very musical and thought that when you see Wesley and his soldiers, you should get a little dance number as well,” she says. “So, the music department came up with these sounds, so that there is a special effect to accompany their movements. Wesley was 100 percent into it and even came up with his own moves to throw in there, to make it more fun.” 
It’s true, the General’s sister, Imani, remains scarred by the experience of being left at the altar by Akeem 30 years ago. Back then, she tried her best to demonstrate her devotion to him by barking like a dog and hopping on one foot, at his request. Needless to say, Akeem and Imani were not a match and she has harbored a bit of resentment throughout the years. Vanessa Bell Calloway reprises the now-infamous character and plays up/embraces the long running joke that fans of the original are sure to appreciate.
Recalling her audition for the first film, directed by John Landis, Bell Calloway notes, “I remember reading the sides and when it said, ‘bark and hop,’ I told myself, ‘Just try to sound different from how you sound, Vanessa.’ So, I went in and just winged it and John busted-up laughing. The next thing I knew, I’d gotten the job and was meeting Eddie.”
Always ready with a jab targeted at Akeem for his lack of a male heir, General Izzi offers up his son, Idi (Rotimi), to marry Meeka, an idea which is immediately shut down. 
Rotimi feels a great sense of pride about being a part of the film. “It means so much for me, but also for my family,” he says. “Being first generation Nigerian-American, I grew up watching the first film every four months, at least, for the last 10 years. It was so unreal to be so close to Eddie Murphy and Arsenio Hall and just have them there on set, learning from them and watching how they work. This is going to be one of the best movies, and probably best sequels, of all time.”
When word spreads about Lavelle’s existence, General Izzi presents his daughter, Bopoto (Teyana Taylor) to be his bride. Their meeting is as amorous as a first-time meeting can be, complete with a surprise performance.”


“The song (Bopoto and Lavelle sing) has the perfect lyrics for the scene and it was fun to do something that was a different style than African, but also rooted in African moves,” says Robinson. “I love when I can choreograph a dance along with the story to create something really magical. Teyana took the moves and just heightened it all with the sensuality she brings to the table.”
Teyana Taylor’s description of Bopoto is spot-on. “She is very quiet, reserved and sexy, but still a warrior,” she says. “Bopoto has some toughness in her and you can definitely tell she knows how to use a gun and get it poppin' if she needed to. She's a fashionista, too – her hair stays on-point and her outfits and jewels are lit.” 

Though Bopoto serves face, body and confidence, she actually turns out to be rather docile, just like her aunt, Imani. As a result, Lavelle’s interest quickly fades, just as Akeem’s once did when he was set to marry Imani 30 years ago. 
Taylor, who was just a toddler when the original film was released, was excited to dive into her character, but first, she had to meet Snipes. “He was in character the whole time and when he walked into the trailer where I was getting my hair and make-up done, he was like, Bopoto!” she laughs. “I was just stuck, like, ‘This is Wesley Snipes talking to me. Let me just keep my cool.’” 
Despite her nervousness, the onscreen duo formed a bond during filming. “We had father and daughter conversations over text and I can still hear General Izzi’s ‘voice’ over the text. I loved all of that. It was a true honor to work with Wesley.”
And about portraying a member of the legendary Izzi family, she adds, “Oh, we’re dysfunctional, but we make it work!”
VI. FROM ZAMUNDA TO QUEENS…CREATING THE LOOK AND FEEL
Hear me now…
I am King Akeem Joffer,
I am bestowed with great power.

I shall bring Queens to Zamunda

– Akeem

COMING 2 AMERICA was filmed in Atlanta, Georgia, on the Tyler Perry Studio sound stages beginning in August 2019. And whether the setting was the Joffer palace, the My-T-Sharp barbershop or General Izzi’s compound, creating an authentic look and feel was a collective effort.
 From the opening scene, to when the Rose Bearer Priestess (Garcelle Beauvais) tosses her first pedal and every moment in between, it's the costumes that capture the eye. That’s the magic of Oscar-winning costume designer, Ruth E. Carter. 
“She was the first person I spoke with about the film and I remember us talking about how King Joffer literally wore a lion ‘rug’ over his shoulder, with the animal’s face sitting right there on his chest,” says Brewer, who also collaborated with Carter and Murphy on DOLEMITE IS MY NAME. “Since Akeem has three daughters, I imagined they wouldn’t be for killing these great, noble animals, so I wanted us to find a way to give a nod to what that symbolized and do it in a high-fashion way. Later, she came in with this wonderful ceramic lion’s head that she said would be covered in gold leaf, with a mane-like cape that could be wrapped around the king. That’s the world of COMING 2 AMERICA, interpreted by way of Ruth E. Carter. She’s an incredible artist.”
Carter notes, “I have a great respect for the first film and its influence on culture. It was the first time in cinema that we’d seen African royalty in such a grand way and there was a lot to draw from (her colleague, Deborah Nadoolman Landis, designed the costumes for COMING TO AMERICA). “I realized that we could take Zamunda from 30 years ago and bring it into the 2020’s, so that’s what I tried to do. I knew there were going to be a whole lot of costumes, which was exciting to me.” 
Immediately, she was in contact with some of her favorite designers from around the world and began working out her ideas about color, fabrics, silhouettes and the like. Among the designers she collaborated with were Maxhosa Africa by Laduma Ngxokolo and Palesa Mokumbung from South Africa, as well as JJ Valaya of India.
“We combined lots of different cultures,” she says. “We borrowed from East Indian culture and combined it with African culture. We also came up with very avant-garde hairstyles and geles and headpieces. So, a headwrap may incorporate flowers or a hairstyle might have some kind of 3-D affect to it. It’s all Zamundan style.”
Carter was also in tune with who the characters were. As such, she approached her work with the actors as a collaboration. “A lot of times, actors don’t have an idea about what their characters might wear, so I show them sketches and research, and they point out things that they like and then we start the process of trying on costumes,” she says. And she’s learned a great deal from Murphy.

“When you’re working with Eddie Murphy, one thing is for sure – you’re not dressing the person, you’re dressing the character,” says Carter. “With Akeem, it’s 30 years later and he’s much more mature, with a family, so I wanted to give him more royal fabrics, like velvets and silks. You’ll also see this swirly, leafy pattern on his clothes, too. I also created an embroidery pattern that is the family crest.”
Along with creating custom looks for the royals – “Every, single piece of wardrobe was beautiful, every single time,” KiKi Layne says about her costumes for Meeka – Carter captured the essence of the everyday man – like Uncle Reem, for instance. While Tracy Morgan surely infused his energy into the character, he tips his hat to her for making sure his look was just right. “Ruth got him down pat,” Morgan says. “Uncle Reem is from Queens and she knew what to do.”
Creating the worlds that the characters inhabit was the job of production designer, Jeff Sage. “The sets are just incredible,” Brewer says. “Jeff did a fantastic job of not only taking the original source material, but also finding a way to interpret it into modern day so it still feels like it’s within the world we all watched in COMING TO AMERICA, but of higher quality, with richer colors.”
Sage notes, “We didn't set out to recreate the first palace, so much as reinvent it. We referenced it in certain exterior scenes and used digital effects to create specific looks that might be familiar to fans. And inside, we created the statue of the King and each of the paintings on the walls that represent past leaders. Producer Kevin Misher had a great idea to make some of the paintings look like Eddie, as Akeem, too, so the lineage is clear.”
Sage found a way to transport New York to Atlanta, too. “There’s enough of a complex of streets and buildings in Atlanta that gave us the core of what New York would be,” he says. “Because we don’t spend a great deal of time in Queens in this movie, we had enough infrastructure to do some street setups. And when we created interiors on stage, we were careful about finding views out of the windows that were New York-oriented.”

Cinematographer Jody Williams kept the director’s words in mind during filming. “Craig wanted to make sure we paid homage to the original film and elevate what was already there,” he says. “So, of course, Ruth elevated the wardrobe, Jeff weaved in new details at the palace and visually, it was about doing the best to accentuate the landscapes, the colors outside of the palace, even the safari elements.”

For the barbershop scenes, which were shot over five days, Williams’ focus was on making sure the actors had room to move around, so remote control cameras were used and every shot was storyboarded. Also, it was his first time working with Murphy in prosthetics, which was a learning experience. 
The prosthetics – skin, noses, teeth, you name it – were the creation of make-up artist, Mike Marino, for whom working on COMING 2 AMERICA was both a dream realized and an opportunity to honor to his childhood idol, Rick Baker, who did the make-up for Murphy and Hall’s variety of characters in the first film. 

“Duplicating the make-up for all of those characters that are so famous was almost impossible, like trying to paint a replica of the Sistine Chapel,” notes Marino, “but we were up for the challenge.” Part of that challenge was factoring in how the barbershop crew, Reverend Brown and Randy Watson might have advanced in age over 30 years. That required testing colors, selecting sizes and shapes of facial features and experimenting with silicone, which is a departure from the foam latex that was used back in the day. “Silicone allows the actors the flexibility to really move their faces around and make different expressions.”
At his studio is where Marino conducted the testing and also, photographed makeups. After taking mental notes and sending in photos, he saw where some tweaking would be required. “There were minor things that we changed, like making a nose bigger or smaller or even making a character’s hair darker,” he says. “We’d immediately go back and make those adjustments and when we felt that everything was right, we’d come to set and glue makeups on Eddie and Arsenio to make sure everything looked good.
Along with the barbershop crew, Marino also created the look for the new character, Baba, brought to life by Hall. “Baba is sort of a shaman, wizard kind of guy, a psychic, and Eddie had this idea to make him look like the witch doctor from Shaka Zulu. A fellow artist, Mike Fontaine, and I came up with a way that Arsenio would not only not look like Arsenio, but we’d push him to look like a weird crypt keeper kind of guy!”  
Hall chimes in. “Craig is great for creativity and I was lucky enough to talk him into letting me play Baba,” he says. “Overall, the set was a laugh-off and everybody was funny. It was like a competition. I wish I was Craig Brewer because he was sitting in the best seat, just watching all of us comics being ourselves, with no censors, every single day!”

As much as COMING 2 AMERICA is a comedy, with a few dashes of drama, it’s most definitely a celebration. Brewer felt that energy, even from behind the camera. “I’ve had some memorable moments in my career, but looking at the monitor and watching Eddie Murphy play Randy Watson and singing next to Arsenio Hall, playing Reverend Brown, was just one of the most incredible moments of my adult life,” he says.
The dance sequences bring that feeling home, too. “Dance has the ability to move a story along and I love when I’m able to make something really magical happen,” notes Fatima Robinson, who paid homage to the big dance scene at the beginning of the first film. “It was daunting to recreate something that still stands up ‘til this day and I think we did a great job of hiring dancers, of difference sizes and amazing skill, who feel like they are of today.” 
Bringing Zamunda and Queens to life on the big screen once more required the talents and dedication of many, both in front of the camera and behind the scenes. Brewer offers up a simple recipe for how it all came together. “The best thing a director can do is hire incredible people, ask them what they need to do their best work and then, get out of the way,” he says.
As for why this is the perfect time to take movie goers back to Zamunda and Queens, Eddie Murphy sums it up in a few words. 
“This movie is funny and it also has sweet, emotional moments, too,” he says. “It’s escapism, it’s entertainment and everybody needs a good laugh. I'm really proud of how this picture turned out. COMING 2 AMERICA is a breath of fresh air.”

ABOUT THE CAST

Eddie Murphy (Prince Akeem / Clarence / Saul / Randy Watson) is the most commercially successful African-American actor in the history of the motion picture business and one of the industry’s top-five box-office performers overall. Murphy is also on the very short list of actors who have starred in multiple $100 million-grossing pictures over the past three decades – from BEVERLY HILLS COP to DADDY DAY CARE.

Most recently, Murphy portrayed the legendary underground comic personality, Rudy Ray Moore, in DOLEMITE IS MY NAME from Netflix, a performance which garnered him widespread critical acclaim, as well as a Golden Globe nomination for Best Actor in A Comedy or Musical and a Critics Choice Association nomination for Best Actor. In the fall of 2020, he received an Emmy Award for Outstanding Guest Actor in a Comedy Series for his return to his comedy alma mater, Saturday Night Live.

In 2007, Murphy received rave reviews and critical acclaim for his portrayal of James “Thunder” Early in the Dreamworks film DREAMGIRLS, a performance which garnered him Golden Globe, Screen Actors Guild and Broadcast Film Critics Association Awards for Best Supporting Actor in a Motion Picture, as well as his first Academy Award nomination in the same category.

He also voiced the character of Donkey in the Oscar-winning animated film, SHREK, its sequel, SHREK 2 -- the top-grossing animated film of all time, and the final installment of the hugely successful franchise, SHREK GOES FOURTH. Murphy won an Annie Award and earned BAFTA and MTV Movie Award nominations for his performance in the first SHREK.

Murphy began his career as a stand-up comedian 25 years ago. In 1980, at the age of 19, he joined the cast of Saturday Night Live and has since established a successful career on the big screen. His films have been among the highest-grossing comedies in the industry including 48 HRS., TRADING PLACES, DR. DOLITTLE, COMING TO AMERICA and the BEVERLY HILLS COP franchise. Murphy garnered Golden Globe Award nominations for Best Actor in a Comedy for his performances in BEVERLY HILLS COP, TRADING PLACES and 48 HRS.

In 1989, Murphy made his directorial debut with HARLEM NIGHTS, a period comedy he also wrote and starred in, opposite Richard Pryor and Redd Foxx. In addition, he starred in and produced the hit comedy, LIFE, co-starring Martin Lawrence, and starred opposite Steve Martin in the comedy BOWFINGER. He was also the voice of Mushu the Dragon in the epic, animated film, MULAN.

In 1996, Murphy portrayed seven different characters in the worldwide box office smash THE NUTTY PROFESSOR, for which he received another Golden Globe Award nomination. He added a character to play a total of eight roles in the sequel, NUTTY PROFESSOR II: THE KLUMPS, co-starring Janet Jackson. He also starred in DR. DOLITTLE 2, DADDY DAY CARE, THE HAUNTED MANSION, the romantic comedy, NORBIT, in which he played three characters as well as serving as the film’s producer and screenwriter, the caper comedy, TOWER HEIST, opposite Ben Stiller, and the drama, MR. CHURCH.

Arsenio Hall (Semmi / Morris / Reverend Brown / Baba) became a household name with the success of his Emmy Award-winning late-night talk show, The Arsenio Hall Show.

The versatile actor, comedian and producer delved into the arts at The Cleveland Playhouse and continued to hone his craft at Kent State University. In 1979, Hall moved from Ohio to Chicago, where he tried his hand at stand-up comedy and was discovered by jazz singer, Nancy Wilson. In the following years, he toured and opened for major headliners including Patti LaBelle, Aretha Franklin, Tina Turner and Stevie Wonder, to name a few. 
 
Hall expanded his resume with television appearances on Solid Gold and The Tonight Show starring Johnny Carson and later, made his first film cameo in AMAZON WOMEN ON THE MOON. In 1987, he was asked to replace Joan Rivers on the Fox Network series, The Late Show. On the strength of his work as interim host, he was signed to a film and television deal with Paramount Pictures, which led to the opportunity to co-write and co-star in the hit comedy, COMING TO AMERICA.

On January 3, 1989, The Arsenio Hall Show made its debut. Virtually overnight, Hall changed the face of late-night television by captivating young viewers across the country. During his successful five-year run as host and executive producer, he provided a platform for cutting edge comedy and political discussions and also introduced budding pop stars to the masses. 
 
Along with being featured as the comical, Carl Cristall, in Exodus Films’ animated feature, IGOR, Hall appeared in the HBO Sports Documentary, Magic & Bird: A Courtship of Rivals. In 2013, he returned to late-night television as executive producer and host of the nationally-syndicated, CBS Television Distribution/Tribune Broadcasting show, The Arsenio Hall Show, which aired during the 2013 – 2014 season. 

Hall appeared in a cameo role in Adam Sandler’s ‘90s-set Netflix comedy, SANDY WELLER. In 2017, he was featured as a co-host on Monday mornings for the popular, nationally-syndicated radio program, The Tom Joyner Morning Show, and later appeared on the ABC comedy, The Mayor. Since enjoying a triumphant return to his first love – stand-up comedy – he’s performed at venues across the country and in 2019, released the Netflix stand-up special, Smart & Classy, which can be streamed around the world.

Jermaine Fowler (Lavelle) is one of Hollywood’s fastest rising young talents. In 2017, he starred in and executive produced the CBS comedy, Superior Donuts, which was adapted from a play written by Tracey Letts. Centered around a culturally-mixed Chicago neighborhood, the series featured Fowler, as Franco, alongside Emmy Award-winner Judd Hirsch, David Koechner, Maz Jobrani and Katey Sagal.

On the big screen, Fowler starred opposite LaKeith Stanfield in 2018’s SORRY TO BOTHER YOU, which also featured Tessa Thompson, Omari Hardwick, Terry Crews, Danny Glover and Armie Hammer. Written and directed by Boots Riley and produced by Forest Whitaker, the film made its world premiere at the Sundance Film Festival in January 2018.

In 2014, Fowler co-created and starred in the truTV sketch-comedy series, Friends of the People. The following year, he starred in his own Showtime special, Give ‘Em Hell, Kid. His additional television credits include Crashing, produced by Judd Apatow, as well as Robot Chicken, BoJack Horseman, the All That revival, which he also executive produced, and the 69th Annual Primetime Emmy Awards, on which he served as the on-camera announcer. 

Raised in Hyattsville, Maryland, Fowler began performing stand-up in 2006, while still in high school. On his 20th birthday, he boarded a Megabus and moved to New York City with three pieces of luggage and a dream. As a stand-up comic, he has toured nationally with College Humor and Comedy Central on Campus. Additionally, he was half of the sketch group, BodegaCat Sanchez, alongside the late Kevin Barnett. In 2012 Fowler was selected as one of Variety’s New Faces at the Just For Laughs Comedy Festival in Montreal.

Leslie Jones (Mary Junson) is a two-time Emmy nominee, a Saturday Night Live alum and the current host and executive producer of Supermarket Sweep on ABC. In 2020, she won a People’s Choice Award for her one-hour, Netflix comedy special, Time Machine. In previous years, Jones hosted the BET Awards, voiced the lead villain role of Zeta in ANGRY BIRDS 2 and was cast in GHOSTBUSTERS. 
Tracy Morgan (Uncle Reem) is one of the most well-respected comedians in his field. Known for starring on seven seasons of NBC’s Emmy and Golden Globe Award-winning series 30 Rock, Morgan appeared opposite Tina Fey and Alec Baldwin as Tracy Jordan, the unpredictable star of Liz Lemon’s (Fey) hit variety show, TGS with Tracy Jordan. Morgan received an Emmy nomination in the Supporting Actor category for his work on the show and was nominated multiple times for the Supporting Actor NAACP Image Award. The cast also won the Screen Actors Guild Award for Best Ensemble in a Comedy Series before the beloved series came to an end in January 2013.

Most recently, Morgan can be seen on TBS’ The Last OG, which he also executive produces, as well as in the animated film, SCOOB!, which was released on PVOD in May 2020. He’s also appeared in Paramount’s WHAT MEN WANT, opposite Taraji P. Henson, and voiced the role of Fox in the Netflix’s series Green Eggs & Ham. In 2017, his stand-up special, Staying Alive, was released globally on Netflix. Prior to receiving a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame in the 2016 class, Morgan was nominated for an Emmy for Outstanding Guest Actor in a Comedy Series for hosting an episode of Saturday Night Live.
He has headlined across the country and abroad on various tours and festivals for his stand-up comedy. In 2014, his Comedy Central stand-up special, Tracy Morgan: Bona Fide, brought the network one of its largest audiences for a stand-up special that year. His first stand-up special, Black & Blue, was released on HBO in 2010. A year prior, Morgan released his first book, I Am the New Black, a compilation of anecdotes and memorable moments that shaped him and his career.

Morgan has been part of some of the most successful animated films in recent years. In 2009, he made his animation debut, lending his voice to Jerry Bruckheimer’s G-FORCE, a combination live-action/CG film, which opened at No. 1 at the U.S. box office and was celebrated by audiences around the world. In 2013, he starred as the bulldog, Luiz, in the film, RIO, and reprised his role a year later in RIO 2. Morgan’s voice can also be heard as Mr. Gristle in the Oscar-nominated film, BOXTROLLS. His film credits also include COP OUT, the remake of the British film, DEATH AT A FUNERAL, FIRST SUNDAY opposite Ice Cube and Katt Williams, THE LONGEST YARD opposite Adam Sandler, as well as JAY AND SILENT BOB STRIKE BACK, HEAD OF STATE, SON OF NO ONE, WHY STOP NOW and FIST FIGHT.

First introduced to television audiences as Hustle Man on the hit comedy series, Martin, Morgan went on to join Saturday Night Live in 1996, where he appeared for seven seasons and created such memorable characters as Astronaut Jones and Brian Fellows. After leaving SNL, Morgan starred in his own comedy series, The Tracy Morgan Show, and voiced the character, Spoonie Luv, on Comedy Central’s Crank Yankers.

KiKi Layne (Meeka) made her big screen debut as the female lead in Barry Jenkins’ film, IF BEALE STREET COULD TALK for Annapurna and Plan B Entertainment. The film premiered to rave reviews at both the Toronto International Film Festival and the New York Film Festival and went on to win Best Feature at the Indie Spirit Awards in 2019. IF BEALE STREET COULD TALK was also nominated for a Golden Globe Award for Best Motion Picture and a Critics Choice Award for Best Picture.








Layne starred in HBO’s NATIVE SON, opposite Ashton Sanders, Margaret Qualley and Nick Robinson. In 2019, the film premiered at the Sundance Film Festival as the Opening Night Feature. Layne can also be seen starring opposite Julianne Moore in Luca Guadagnino’s short film, THE STAGGERING GIRL, which premiered in Cannes in May 2019. 

Most recently, Layne starred opposite Charlize Theron in THE OLD GUARD, which released in July 2020 on Netflix. Based on the comic book series of the same name, the film was the first major franchise film for Netflix, with Skydance and Denver & Delilah producing. The film was viewed in over 72 million households, internationally, making it one of the top 10 most-successful original launches in Netflix history. 

Prior to moving to Los Angeles to pursue a film career, Layne attended The Theatre School at DePaul University in Chicago where she earned her BFA in acting. Her stage credits include the U.S. premiere of Octagon (2016, Jackalope Theatre), which garnered her a Black Theater Alliance Award (BTAA) nomination for Best Featured Actress in a Play. Other stage credits include Letters Home (2014, Griffin Theatre), Good People (2015, Redtwist Theatre) and the world premiere of Byhalia, Mississippi (2016, Definition Theatre and The New Colony), which earned her another BTAA nomination for Best Featured Actress in a Play and Most Promising Actress.

Wesley Snipes (General Izzi) is an award-winning actor, producer, storyteller, founder of Maandi House Studios, Inc., author, and guru of numerous Martial Arts disciplines. One of the most diverse talents in Hollywood, Snipes is theatrically and classically-trained and has played numerous dramatic roles on Broadway and in a range of onscreen projects including THE WATERDANCE, WAITING TO EXHALE, JUNGLE FEVER, RISING SUN and DISAPPEARING ACTS. 

Along with winning the Volpi Cup’s Best Actor of the Year Award at the Venice Film Festival for ONE NIGHT STAND, he received his first Outstanding Lead Actor in a Motion Picture NAACP Image Award. Other notable dramatic roles include MURDER AT 1600, U.S. MARSHALS and Michael Jackson's groundbreaking video, Bad.

The unique diversity of Snipes’ acting talent, combined with his proficiency in various disciplines of Martial Arts and charismatic good looks, led to his collaborations with such Hollywood heavyweights such as Robert DeNiro (THE FAN), Sean Connery (RISING SUN), Sylvester Stallone (DEMOLITION MAN) and filmmakers including Martin Scorsese, Walter Hill, Tony Scott and Abel Ferrara. His gallery of diverse feature films also include MONEY TRAIN, MAJOR LEAGUE, THE KING OF NEW YORK, BOILING POINT, FUTURE SPORT, THE ART OF WAR, PASSENGER 57, DROP ZONE, SUGAR HILL, UNDISPUTED, TO WONG FOO THANKS FOR EVERYTHING, JULIE NEWMAR and STREETS OF GOLD – the latter, his second big screen role, was directed by Twentieth Century Fox’s head, Joe Roth, who had seen Snipes’ work onstage and in television commercials.
Born in Florida, Snipes moved to the South Bronx as an infant and later attended New York’s famous High School for the Performing Arts, where he studied dance and acting. He completed his secondary education in Orlando, Florida, then teamed with friends to form a traveling puppet troupe that performed in public parks and schools.

In 1980, he returned to New York to attend college at State University New York (SUNY/Purchase), winning an audition into its competitive theatre arts program. He subsequently honed his craft as a dramatic and musical theatre artist by landing roles on Broadway in such productions as The Boys of Winter, Executive of Justice and Nobel laureate Wole Soyinka’s Death and the King’s Horsemen, before venturing into the movie arena.

Snipes’ film career began in 1986, playing a high school footballer for coach Goldie Hawn in the comedy, WILDCATS. He followed his debut with a role in the Michael Jackson music video Bad, directed by Martin Scorsese, who, along with producer Quincy Jones, hand-picked Snipes for the role of the gang leader. He next won the role of jazz saxophonist, Shadow Henderson, in Spike Lee’s 1989 drama, MO’ BETTER BLUES. The following year, he reteamed with Lee and starred as a married architect who has an extramarital affair with an Italian secretary (Annabella Sciorra) in the drama, JUNGLE FEVER.

In 1998, Snipes broke with tradition, recognizing the market was ready for a new type of urban action hero. Then BLADE, a lesser-known Marvel Comic character, arrived as the perfect opportunity to seize the moment. The action-packed fight sequences, which Snipes helped choreograph, propelled BLADE to the number-one spot, grossing over $150 million, worldwide.

BLADE secured its place as a forerunner of modern comic book film adaptations, produced by Marvel Studios. The BLADE franchise is currently one of the highest-grossing superhero franchises, globally, grossing well over an estimated $1.6 billion. During the same year, the success of Snipes’ film career was affirmed when his name was engraved into the Hollywood Walk of Fame. He also received an Honorary Doctorate Degree in Humanities and Fine Art from his alma mater, SUNY/Purchase College.
More recently, Snipes joined Eddie Murphy in the biographical comedy, DOLEMITE IS MY NAME, for which he earned an NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Motion Picture. He also joined Terrence Howard, Ethan Hawke and Tip “T.I.” Harris in CUT THROAT CITY, directed by RZA.

On television, Snipes won a CableACE Award for his role as Sgt. Bookman in HBO’s VIETNAM WAR STORY. He appeared in the Maya Angelou-directed Showtime feature, DOWN IN THE DELTA, a project he developed with his production company, Amen-Ra. He also starred in the Davis Entertainment TV series The Player, which aired in 2015 on NBC and for which he earned his third NAACP Image Award nomination. His production of Masters of Martial Arts (1998) was one of the highest viewed projects on TNT and featured the top 50 male and female Grand Masters.

Beyond film and television, Snipes, as a producer, has ventured into documentaries. Some of his award-winning titles include John Henry Clark: A Great Mighty Walk and Dr. Ben, which chronicle historically-significant African American teachers and historians. 

Since 2017, Dr. Snipes has collaborated with global technology companies such as Google, Amazon, Samsung and Barco to promote future cinema technologies. Upon their collaboration, the Barco Escape formatted movie, THE RECALL, was released in June 2017, followed by the release of the film short, THE RECALL VR ABDUCTION, for Oculus Rift and Samsung Gear VR in July 2017. Snipes also appeared in Samsung’s new VR equipped cell phone Galaxy S7 commercial during the same year.
As an author, Snipes' first novel, Talon of God, topped Amazon’s urban supernatural fantasy genre bestseller list and ranked number #1 for 12 weeks straight. Published by HarperCollins in July 2017, the thrilling, faith-based supernatural action-adventure has become globally acclaimed by both critics and book lovers alike.

James Earl Jones (King Jaffe Joffer) has a voice that is recognized around the world, yet one would never guess that he spent his childhood as a virtual mute due to a severe stuttering problem. With the help of an extraordinary high school teacher, Mr. Jones overcame his stutter and transformed his weakness into his greatest strength. Today, his voice is known by people of all ages and walks of life – from STAR WARS fans who know him as the voice of Darth Vader, to children who know him as Mufasa from Disney’s THE LION KING. 
Born in Mississippi and raised in Michigan, James Earl Jones moved to New York City after graduating from the University of Michigan and serving in the military. Renowned Broadway producer, Joseph Papp, gave Jones one of his first major breakthroughs, casting him as Michael Williams in Shakespeare’s Henry V. He would eventually count the title roles of Othello, Macbeth, and King Lear among his many distinguished performances for the company.

Based on his success in the theater, he began to be cast in television roles, playing a doctor in both The Guiding Light and As the World Turns. In 1964, he made his film debut in Stanley Kubrick's DR. STRANGELOVE. 

In 1969, Mr. Jones won a Tony Award for his breakthrough role as boxer Jack Johnson in the Broadway hit, The Great White Hope, and a year later, he garnered an Oscar nomination for reprising the role in the film adaptation. He won a second Tony Award in 1987 for August Wilson's Fences.

In addition to the many awards he has received as an actor – two Tonys, three Emmys, a Golden Globe, two CableACEs, two OBIEs, five Drama Desks, and a Grammy – Jones has been honored with the National Medal of Arts in 1992 and the John F. Kennedy Center Honor in December 2002.  He also was honored by the Screen Actors Guild with the Lifetime Achievement Award in January of 2009.

In the spring of 2005, James Earl Jones starred on Broadway in the critically acclaimed revival of On Golden Pond, for which he was nominated for a Tony Award. In the spring of 2008, he portrayed Big Daddy in Cat on a Hot Tin Roof on Broadway, followed by a second run of Cat on Hot Tin Roof on stage in London. In 2011, Mr. Jones starred in the Broadway and London productions of Driving Miss Daisy with Vanessa Redgrave and Boyd Gaines and in 2012, he starred in the Broadway production of The Best Man, for which he received a Tony nomination.  In 2013, he enjoyed a six-month tour of Driving Miss Daisy in Australia starring Angela Lansbury and Boyd Gaines. He also starred in You Can’t Take It with You and The Gin Game—both on Broadway as well.

In November 2011, The Board of Governors of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences presented Mr. Jones with an Honorary Oscar in recognition of his long and distinguished career.
Teyana Taylor (Bopoto) is an R&B superstar entertainer who dips n’ dives between her talents as a singer, songwriter, producer, director, dancer/choreographer, actor, fitness guru, model and mother. Known for her smoky, melodic vocals and dynamic dance moves, when asked to describe herself, the Harlem native can think of only one word – everything.
In 2014, Taylor’s love for the arts and R&B earned her the distinction of being the first woman signed to Kanye West’s G.O.O.D. Music imprint. In November 2014, she dropped her debut album, VII, which debuted at #1 on the Billboard Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums chart and cemented her position in today’s modern R&B field. Soon after, she starred in the internet-breaking video for Kanye West’s hit, Fade, and scored her first MTV Moonman for Best Choreography at the 2017 MTV Video Music Awards.
The release of Taylor’s second album, K.T.S.E. (Keep That Same Energy), set off an 18-month chain reaction. She performed the Top 10 R&B smash, Gonna Love Me, on The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon. Hip-hop audiences embraced the remix of Gonna Love Me, which featured Wu-Tang Clan’s Ghostface Killah, Method Man and Raekwon and went gold. She directed the video as well.
K.T.S.E. then spun off the single, WTP (Work This P***y), and the accompanying video, which she directed and was nominated for Best Dance Perform​ance at the 32nd annual BET Soul Train Awards. After releasing Issues/Hold On and directing the video, Taylor slayed the Ellen audience in April 2019 with her live performance of the evocative song. She was also surprised, on-air, when Ellen presented her with the RIAA-certified gold plaque for Gonna Love Me, bringing it all full circle.

Backed by her all-female production company, The Aunties, Taylor has also directed videos for her peers including T.I. (You), Monica (Commitment) and Lil Duval (Pull Up, featuring Ty Dolla $ign), as fans like Ms. Lauryn Hill and Elton John praise her boss moves. Her star continued to rise in the tumultuous year of 2020 with the Juneteenth release of The Album, which contained the essential singles and video releases, Wake Up Love, Made It and How You Want It (HYWI?). She earned the Video Director of the Year Award at the 2020 BET Awards.
Part of what makes Taylor stand out from the rest is her ability to move with precision and poise in everything she does. From the studio to the stage, every idea is a project with the singer front and center, armed with a vision all her own. With musical inspirations like Aaliyah, Teena Marie, Mint Condition and Janet Jackson speaking to her soul, Teyana Taylor is aware that her mission is larger than life. 
Nomzamo Mbatha (Mirembe) is a television and film actress, humanitarian, philanthropist, businesswoman and brand ambassador. Born in Durban, she is an alumnus of the University of Cape Town, where she obtained her Bachelor of Commerce degree in accounting.

In a short period of time, Mbatha’s journey has taken her from an unknown MTV Africa talent search contestant to one of Africa’s most sought-after stars. Her influence and mass appeal have led to several ambassador appointments by renowned brands such as Neutrogena, PUMA South Africa, AUDI SA, L’Oréal Paris Hair, Veuve Clicquot Africa and McDonalds SA. A much sought-after motivational speaker and symbol of life affirmation for the voiceless and underprivileged, she was asked by the United Nations High Commission for Refugees to serve as its Global Goodwill Ambassador. She has traveled on six UNHCR missions to advocate for refugees across the African continent.
Although she has acted in a number of films and television dramas, the world experienced her talent in April 2018 when global news networks highlighted her powerful tribute to the late, great Winnie Mandela. Mbatha has received numerous awards locally and internationally and has been celebrated for her work as an actress and her influence on matters of humanity. In January 2017, KOKO Africa named her as their Woman of The Year. Okay Africa named her among the 100 Most Influential African Women in the Diaspora for 2017 and 2018. She’s as well been awarded the Humanitarian Award by E! Africa and listed in Forbes Africa’s “30 under 30” from 2016 to 2019.
In May 2019, Mbatha gave an impassioned speech at the Africa Dialogue Series at United Nations Headquarters in New York, alongside the Deputy Secretary General, Amina J. Mohammed. Her participation as a speaker on the Youth Panel was focused on educating the African girl child. She was also among the 10 hosts selected by Global Citizen to be the face and voice of its first installment on the African continent, in honor of Nelson Mandela’s 100th birthday. She was chosen by the Nelson Mandela Foundation to be the main advocate for its Mandela 100 (Centenary) message.
Mbatha has hosted and served as a presenter at events across the globe including the NANSEN Awards in Geneva, BET International Awards in Los Angeles, Essence Festival Center Stage in New Orleans, BET’s Black Girls Rock in New Jersey and IKEA Foundation’s two-day global warming summit. She has also participated as a panelist at the BET Experience and the Essence Music Festival. Her selfless and tireless work led Ludwig’s Rose to bestow her with her own rose – The Nomzamo – making her the third South African to receive the honor alongside Nobel Laureates, Dr. Nelson Mandela and Archbishop Desmond Tutu.
When the world was struck by COVID-19, Mbatha sprung to action. Through her Lighthouse Foundation, she raised over 3 million South African rands – in one week – to help the unemployed and homeless by assisting with food parcels and essential supplies for newborns at government and rural hospitals. She also lent her voice as host and guest presenter to awareness initiatives for Global Citizen’s One World: Together at Home and ViacomCBS Networks Africa’s two-hour special, Africa Day Benefit Concert at Home.

Paul Bates (Oha) is a talented actor who has been performing on stage, film and television for four decades. He will next be seen in supporting roles in the Barry Levinson-directed feature, HARRY HAFT, and in the Netflix series, Country Comfort.
Bates has appeared in several popular television series such as The Conners, Modern Family, Young Sheldon, Speechless, Law & Order, The Middle, Common Law, Buffy the Vampire Slayer, Wings, Living Single and The Wayans Bros, to name a few. He’s worked with some of the industry’s top producers, directors, and talent in feature films such as BAD TEACHER with Cameron Diaz, WALK HARD with John C. Reilly, 8 MILE with Eminem, John Landis and Eddie Murphy in COMING TO AMERICA, INSTINCT with Anthony Hopkins and Cuba Gooding Jr., as well as one of his personal favorites, the Quentin Tarantino-penned TRUE ROMANCE, directed by Tony Scott, who originally convinced Bates to move to Los Angeles.

Bella Murphy (Omma) makes her big screen debut in COMING 2 AMERICA. The 19-year-old newcomer portrays the middle daughter of the Joffer family in the film, while in real life, she is the daughter of Eddie Murphy. 
A natural talent, Murphy, who grew up watching her father’s films with her family, has been performing since she was a child. A 2020 high school graduate, the budding actress has her sights set on a career in film and aspires to explore opportunities across multiple mediums.

Akiley Love (Tinashe) is a down-home 12-year-old, raised in the south, who loves solving complex math problems, competitive hula hooping and making people laugh through comedy and storytelling.

At the young age of five, she knew she wanted to bring her joyful presence to the big screen as an actor after studying and admiring comedy shows on Disney Channel. She asked her mother to "put me on the Disney Channel so my friends can see me making people laugh." 

As a professionally-trained actor, Love has mastered a diverse range of skills. A great deal of her training was focused on improv, which became essential in gaining her the opportunity to host, write, produce and direct her YouTube show, Do It Yourself Girl! – DIYG with Akiley, for the tween retail brand, Justice.

Love continues to grow and evolve as she prepares for many exciting upcoming opportunities and projects.
Vanessa Bell Calloway (Imani Izzi) can be seen in Nate Parker’s AMERICAN SKIN, as well as the critically-acclaimed film, HARRIET, for director Kasi Lemmons. 
Bell Calloway portrayed Michelle Obama’s mother in SOUTHSIDE WITH YOU, which premiered at Sundance in 2016. Her film roles include Universal’s UNBROKEN: PATH TO REDEMPTION and DRAGGED ACROSS CONCRETE, the latter which starred Vince Vaughn and Mel Gibson. She also exercises her comedy skills in her recurring role on Showtime’s Black Monday, alongside Regina Hall, and Shameless, with Shanola Hampton, as well as on Fox’s Rel, with Lil’ Rel.
Currently, Bell Calloway leads Bounce TV’s Saints & Sinners and has directed numerous episodes of the drama series as well. 

Rotimi (Idi Izzi) is leading a new era of game changers. An actor, singer and songwriter, the talented multi-hyphenate is known for his role as Dre on the critically acclaimed Starz series, Power, executive produced by 50 Cent. Musically, the R&B crooner signed to the independent record label, EMPIRE, in 2019 and upped the ante with a multi-million-dollar deal in 2020. 

No stranger to the spotlight, the Maplewood, New Jersey, native got his start in acting on the critically-acclaimed Starz series, Boss, on which he starred for two seasons alongside Kelsey Grammer, Sanaa Lathan and rapper, T.I. He also had recurring roles on ABC’s Betrayal and the CBS’ series, Battle Creek.

Rotimi made his big screen debut in Fox Searchlight’s Christmas movie, BLACK NATIVITY, opposite Forest Whitaker, Angela Bassett and Jennifer Hudson. He later appeared in Lionsgate’s THE DIVERGENT SERIES with Ashley Judd, Kate Winslet and Zoë Kravitz. He also took the lead in the romantic comedy, SINGLEHOLIC, alongside Erica Ash, Tyson Beckford and Vanessa Williams. 

Rotimi’s film credits include TRUE TO THE GAME 2, as well as DEUCES, alongside Larenz Tate and Meagan Good, BURNING SANDS, DARKEST BEFORE DAWN, IMPERIAL DREAMS and more.

In addition to his work as an artist, Rotimi is a passionate philanthropist with a focus on education, health and wellness.

Louie Anderson (Maurice) is an iconic comedian and three-time Emmy Award winner. One of the country’s most recognized and adored comics, he was named by Comedy Central as "One of 100 Greatest Stand​-Up Comedians of All Time." 

Anderson’s career has spanned more than 30 years. Along with being a best-selling author and star of his own standup specials and sitcoms, he continues to tour the country and perform to standing-room-only crowds worldwide.

In 2016, Anderson was cast to co​-star along with Zach Galifianakis and Martha Kelly in the hit FX comedy series, Baskets. Anderson plays the extraordinary role of Christine Baskets, the matriarch of the Baskets clan, which he based on his mother and five sisters, whom were major presences in his life. In 2016, Anderson won an Emmy Award for Outstanding Supporting Actor 
in a Comedy Series and a Critics Choice Award for Best Supporting Actor in a Comedy Series for his role and received a second Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Comedy Series nomination in 2017. 

Sharing the ups and downs of his childhood experiences as one of eleven children growing up in Minnesota, Anderson crafted comedy routines that rang true for his early club audiences, while reducing them to helpless fits of laughter. Those routines led him from his career as a counselor for troubled children to the first​-place trophy at the 1981 Midwest Comedy Competition. Henny Youngman, who hosted the competition, recognized the diamond-​in​-the-​rough genius of the young comic and hired him as a writer, providing invaluable experience that soon put Anderson in his own spotlight on comedy stages all over the country.

Johnny Carson, the comedy icon for generations of rising stars, invited Anderson to make his national television debut on The Tonight Show in 1984. The rest is history. Appearances with Jay Leno and David Letterman, as well as on The Late Late Show with Craig Ferguson, Comic Relief and specials for Showtime and HBO followed. He hosted the legendary game show, Family Feud, making him a household name and opening doors for him as an actor. 

Anderson has guest ​starred in sitcoms like Grace Under Fire and dramas like Touched by an Angel and Chicago Hope. He has had memorable featured roles in film comedies like COMING TO AMERICA, opposite Eddie Murphy, and the classic, FERRIS BUELLER’S DAY OFF. In 2013, he took a dive on the ABC reality series Splash where he conquered his own fears while becoming an inspiration of hope. His standup special, Big Baby Boomer, premiered on CMT in 2013. In his most recent standup special, Big Underwear, (2018) was taped at the historic Palace Theatre in Los Angeles. He plays on the challenges of getting healthy, life on the road, dealing with technology and how we all eventually become our parents.

In 1995, Anderson put his creative energies to work on the Saturday-morning animated series, Life with Louie. The long-​running series, based on Anderson’s own childhood and his life with his father, won three Humanitas Prizes for writing on a children’s animated series, making him the only three​-time recipient of the award. The series was nominated for Outstanding Special Class Animated Program and Anderson won two Emmys for Outstanding Performer in an Animated Program. 

His best-selling books include Dear Dad – Letters From An Adult Child, a collection of alternately touching and outrageous letters from Anderson to his late father, Good​bye Jumbo…Hello Cruel World, which offers self-help to those struggling with self-esteem issues, and The F Word, How To Survive Your Family. Anderson’s latest book, Hey Mom: Stories for My Mother, But You Can Read Them, Too – published by Simon and Shuster in April 2018 and currently available on paperback – combines his wry wit and poignant humor, while sharing his journey of turning life’s challenges into joy and plenty of wisdom he’s gained from his late mother. 
Anderson has been channeling his beloved mom in his iconic stand-up comedy for decades, but she passed away before getting to see him reach new heights and win an Emmy for his work on Baskets. Hey Mom is Anderson’s way of catching her up on everything that has been going on in his life, including his struggles with food, drugs, gambling, depression and the recent spotlight on his role as Christine Baskets. The book also has plenty of laugh-out-loud stories about his incredibly resilient mother and his ten siblings.

When not in production, Anderson continues to tour, traveling the States and doing what he loves to do – stand-up comedy. To his fans, he always delivers his inimitable brand of humor and warmth.

Michael Blackson (Nexdorian Lieutenant) has been called one of the most original stand-up comics. Affectionately-known as The African King of Comedy, he’s been entertaining and leaving audiences laughing, in tears, across the country and around the globe for more than a decade. Inspired by the stand-up comedy of Eddie Murphy, he began developing his talent in 1992 in the unkind comedy clubs of Philadelphia.
Blackson’s comedic appeal grew from his appearances on BET’s ComicView, HBO’s Def Comedy Jam, Showtime at Harlem and Live in Hollywood. It was in a Los Angeles comedy club, however, where he got his big break. Blackson was performing at the Comedy Store where actor/director Ice Cube was in attendance to see comedian Mike Epps perform. After experiencing Blackson’s performance, Ice Cube invited the young comic for a reading…and the rest is a comedic mark in history! Blackson’s outstanding and unforgettable performance in the smash-hit comedy, Next Friday, drew praise and a fan following like no other.
After his scene-stealing performance in NEXT FRIDAY, fans wanted more, and in 2005, Blackson did not disappoint. He released his top-selling, sketch comedy CD entitled, Modasucka, Welcome to America. Along with special guest appearances in some of the hottest music videos, Blackson stole the stage on P. Diddy’s Bad Boys of Comedy on HBO and starred in a commercial for Chappelle’s Show on Comedy Central. 
There’s no mistaking Blackson for any other comedian…and what about those dashikis? When he takes the stage, clad in the finest dashikis the Motherland has to offer, "The African King of Comedy" is born! Along with his film and television endeavors, Blackson continues to entertain his fans as the headliner for live shows at comedy clubs, universities and special events, bringing his one-of-a-kind, must-see, stand-up performances to audiences all across the country and around the world.
Luenell (Olivia) is the self-proclaimed “Original Bad Girl of Comedy” and was named as “One of the Top 25 Funniest People in LA” by Los Angeles magazine. Though small in stature, she more than makes up for it with her big personality, booming voice and infectious laugh. Easily recognized for her signature look – the platinum-blonde Caesar haircut, her long, beautifully-manicured nails and that blinged-out pimp cup – Luenell has been thrilling audiences with her brand of comedy for nearly 20 years.

In February 2020, Luenell was honored at Los Angeles City Hall as a part of Black History Month by the office of LA City Councilman President Emeritus Herb Wesson. She was honored by the City of Los Angeles alongside her fellow comedy legends including Eddie Griffin, Marsha Warfield, Miss Laura Hayes and Tiffany Haddish as part of their Stand UP: The Art and Politics of Comedy for Black History Month. Additionally, she was included in an exhibit in the City Hall Bridge Gallery.
Luenell starred alongside Eddie Murphy in the ensemble cast of the Netflix feature, DOLEMITE IS MY NAME. She also appeared in the Oscar-nominated film, A STAR IS BORN, directed by Bradley Cooper and starring Cooper and Lady Gaga. She rocked the mic in the Showtime comedy special, Funny Women of a Certain Age, and shared the stage with Fran Drescher (The Nanny), Carole Montgomery, Lynne Koplitz, Kerri Louise and Vanessa Hollingshead. Plus, she makes a cameo appearance in the music video, I Like Boys, by former American Idol singer/songwriter and choreographer Todrick Hall, which has amassed millions of views on YouTube.
In 2018, she released the comedy CD, Luenell Live: I Only Drink at Work, then headed to Vegas! After wrapping a three-month Las Vegas residency at the SLS Hotel, she has an ongoing engagement at Jimmy Kimmel’s Comedy Club at The LINQ Promenade in Vegas.
While African-American audiences are familiar with Luenell from her appearances on BET’s ComicView, she crossed over to the mainstream after her breakout role in the 2006 hit mockumentary-styled comedy, BORAT: CULTURAL LEARNINGS OF AMERICA FOR MAKE BENEFIT GLORIOUS NATION OF KAZAKHSTAN. In the film, she portrayed a prostitute with a heart of gold, named Luenell, and just like Julia Roberts’ character in Pretty Woman, she gets the guy! On the heels of the film’s release, she embarked on a successful 60-city tour with “Money Mike,” Katt Williams.

Luenell has appeared in comedy specials such as Williams’ American Hustle and Katthouse Comedy, as well as Comedy After Dark. Along with being a featured comic on Laffapalooza, hosted by Jamie Foxx, First Amendment Standup, presented by Martin Lawrence, and the Comedy Central Roast of Flavor Flav, she’s made stand-up appearances in Snoop Dogg's Bad Girls of Comedy on Showtime and Stand-up in Stilettos on the TV Guide Network.
As an actress, her television credits include The Middle, It’s Always Sunny in Philadelphia, Headcase, Chocolate News, The Tony Rock Project and Californication, to name a few. On the big screen, she’s appeared in SPRING BREAKDOWN, ALL ABOUT STEVE, THINK LIKE A MAN, THINK LIKE A MAN TOO, TAKEN 2, THAT’S MY BOY, as well as the hit animated film, HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA, its sequel, HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA 2, and the hip-hop, cult classics I’VE GOT THE HOOK-UP 2, starring Master P and his son, Romeo Miller, and NEVER DIE ALONE.

Garcelle Beauvais (Rose Bearer Priestess) is a Haitian-born actress who immigrated to the United States at the age of seven with her mother and sisters. Since then, she has charmed audiences with her dramatic and comedic abilities and was even named among People magazine’s highly-coveted 50 Most Beautiful.
Balancing perfectly between the small screen and big screens, she proudly became the first Black cast member on Bravo’s The Real Housewives of Beverly Hills (April 2020) and has been busy hosting Going to Bed with Garcelle, a fun, flirty late-night podcast featuring no-holds-barred girl talk on sex, life and dating. In September 2020, she joined Fox’s multi-award-winning talk show, The Real, as a co-host. Continuing to cement her status as a media queen, she will release the forthcoming memoir, Finding My G-Spot, which will focus on falling back in love with yourself and feature never-before-heard stories and advice on relationships, parenting and career.
A look back at her career showcases a hybrid of a business woman and mother who has been a cherished face in Hollywood for over three decades. She got her start in 90’s comedies such as The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air and The Jamie Foxx Show. She went on to appear in television series including SyFy’s The Magicians, Freeform’s Siren, NBC’s Grimm, Chicago Med, NYPD Blue, Franklin & Bash, as well as Curb Your Enthusiasm, Arrested Development and Power, plus many more.

Most recently, she appeared in Netflix’s Merry Happy Whatever with Dennis Quaid and the CBS All Access anthology series, Tell Me A Story. In addition to scripted television, she co-hosted Fox’s daytime talk-show, Hollywood Today Live, where she discussed the latest in entertainment, pop culture, and celebrity news. As well, she co-hosted E!’s Fashion Police and Access Hollywood Live on NBC. She can also be heard in the Nickelodeon mini-series Middle School Moguls, for which she voices the character, Mrs. Pierre, in her native Haitian accent.
Film has always been a passion for Beavauis. She starred as the First Lady of the United States in box office hit, WHITE HOUSE DOWN, with Jamie Foxx and Channing Tatum and also starred in FLIGHT, with Denzel Washington, AMERICAN GUN with Forrest Whitaker, COMING TO AMERICA, with Eddie Murphy, BAD COMPANY, with Chris Rock and BARBERSHOP 2: BACK IN BUSINESS with Queen Latifah, among others. Most recently, fans saw her in SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING with Tom Holland.
Above all, Beavauis’ most important job is being a mother. In fact, motherhood is what inspired her to write a three-volume children’s book series entitled, I AM, addressing identity issues relevant to many children today. In April 2020, the book series was re-released in honor of its fifth anniversary.

Beavauis supports the Step Up Women’s Network, a national non-profit that empowers women and girls to be strong and reach their full potential. She is also active with Angels for Humanity, an organization that helps children in Haiti through education and health-based initiatives. Along with joining the organization for a humanitarian trip feed to over 3,500 children, she was honored with the Distinguished Humanitarian Award at their 6th Annual Catwalk for Charity in September 2019.
She resides in Los Angeles and has three sons, Oliver, her first, and twins, Jax and Jaid.
VII. ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

Craig Brewer (Director) is a multi-disciplinary artist with a knack for humanizing characters in his storytelling. A director, producer and writer, his passion for filmmaking stems from an ability to captivate his audience and connect culturally relevant plots onscreen. 
As a young prodigy, the streets of Memphis, Tennessee, served as his film school. Brewer’s guerilla-style approach and relentless work ethic led to his first feature film, THE POOR & HUNGRY, the screenplay for which he began writing at P&H Café during his tenure as manager of a local Barnes & Noble. Shot in the late 90s, the “digiflik” captured and complimented the gritty day-to-day grind of those surviving in his southern hometown. With a small, run-and-gun skeleton crew and local musicians providing the soundtrack, Craig and his team created magic with the raw, yet soulful, drama. THE POOR & HUNGRY won Best Digital Feature at the 2000 Hollywood Film Festival and was acquired by the Independent Film Channel soon after.

Brewer’s second feature film, HUSTLE & FLOW, starred Terrence Howard and Taraji P. Henson and was produced by Stephanie Allain and the late John Singleton. The film, which premiered at the 2005 Sundance Film Festival and earned the Audience Award for Best Feature, secured a record-breaking acquisition deal by Paramount Pictures and MTV Films. HUSTLE & FLOW garnered an Academy Award nomination for Lead Actor for Terrence Howard and won the Academy Award for Best Original Song for Three 6 Mafia’s It’s Hard Out Here for a Pimp.

His third film, BLACK SNAKE MOAN, starred Samuel L. Jackson, Christina Ricci and Justin Timberlake. Driven by a classic and contemporary blues soundtrack, BLACK SNAKE MOAN is a Southern gothic tale featuring the Brewer hallmarks of sex, sin and redemption. The film premiered at the 2007 Sundance Film Festival and was released in theatres by Paramount Pictures. 

Brewer later directed a remake of the 1984 film, FOOTLOOSE, which was released on October 14, 2011 and introduced audiences to upcoming artists Kenny Wormald and Julianne Hough. In 2012, he produced Paramount Pictures’ concert documentary, KATY PERRY: PART OF ME. In 2015, a decade following the release of HUSTLE & FLOW, he re-teamed with Terrence Howard and Taraji P. Henson on their hit TV series, Empire, as a writer, director and producer. 

In June 2018, Craig began directing the Netflix feature, DOLEMITE IS MY NAME, starring Eddie Murphy and Wesley Snipes. The critically-acclaimed film is based on the life of 1970s comedian, Rudy Ray Moore, who financed an action film based on a character from his stand-up material. 

Born in Queens and raised in Brooklyn, NY, Charisse Hewitt-Webster (Eddie Murphy Productions / Executive Producer) has been a collaborator and facilitator on every project in which Eddie Murphy starred and produced since 1992. Her first film was BEVERLY HILLS COP III; where she served as Executive Assistant to Murphy. From company operations to development, she has handled multiple roles throughout her nearly 30 year span with Eddie Murphy Productions, including serving as Associate Producer on MR. CHURCH and Executive Producer on DOLEMITE IS MY NAME. 
Kevin Misher (Producer) produces movies, documentaries and television series via his Los Angeles-based production company, Misher Films.
Misher was raised in Queens, New York, and earned a bachelor’s degree in economics from the Wharton School of Business. His first job in the entertainment industry was at HBO in New York, where he served as a financial analyst for then-CEO Michael Fuchs. He later relocated to Los Angeles and landed in the mailroom of the ICM talent agency before moving to the InterTalent Agency. Misher’s talent for identifying quality material convinced legendary executive Mike Medavoy to hire him as a creative executive at Tri-Star Pictures, directly from the mailroom.

Misher ascended the ranks quickly and during his six years at Tri-Star, oversaw numerous productions including DONNIE BRASCO, starring Al Pacino and Johnny Depp, and the sports classic, RUDY.

In 1996, Misher moved to Universal Pictures where he became President of Production at the age of 33. During his tenure, Universal enjoyed unprecedented success and Misher supervised production of some of the studio’s most acclaimed features such as OUT OF SIGHT and ERIN BROCKOVICH. He also initiated four of their most profitable franchises – the series of films spawned by THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS, MEET THE PARENTS, THE MUMMY and THE BOURNE IDENTITY.


Misher left Universal in 2001 to form Misher Films. He has produced a variety of films in all genres – THE SCORPION KING and Pete Berg’s THE RUNDOWN, both starring Dwayne Johnson; THE INTERPRETER, directed by Sydney Pollack starring Nicole Kidman and Sean Penn; Michael Mann’s PUBLIC ENEMIES, starring Johnny Depp and Christian Bale; MIRROR, MIRROR, starring Julia Roberts; Stephen Merchant’s critically-acclaimed FIGHTING WITH MY FAMILY, starring Florence Pugh and Dwayne Johnson; and the award-winning, Clint Eastwood-directed RICHARD JEWELL (AFI, National Board of Review winner).




In 2021, Misher Films will see the release of Amblin and Universal Pictures’ science fiction drama, BIOS, starring Tom Hanks and directed by Miguel Sapochnik (Game of Thrones). Misher will also go into production for Netflix on a feature adaptation of the classic video game character, CARMEN SANDIEGO, and is preparing an adaptation with Emily V Gordon (THE BIG SICK) of the cult comic book series, BALL & CHAIN, for Emily Blunt and Dwayne Johnson to star. A host of other projects across a wide variety of platforms and genres are in the works as well.


Kevin Misher lives in Los Angeles with his wife, Danielle, and their two sons, Griffin and Beckett.
Kenya Barris (Screenwriter) is a Rhodes Scholar. A triathlete. A safe driver. He is none of these, but what he may lack in worldliness and phone etiquette, he more than makes up for in neck tattoos. Though widely celebrated as an award-winning writer, producer and director, it may surprise some to learn just how under-recognized for over-accessorizing Barris truly is.

Born and raised in Inglewood, California, Barris attended school, sometimes multiple days in a row, throughout his entire childhood before eventually leaving Los Angeles to attend Clark Atlanta University in Georgia, where he graduated with students who graduated with honors. In his tireless pursuit of post-graduate excellence, Barris started and stopped no less than seventeen juice cleanses before embarking upon a successful career as a television writer/producer and ultimately creating the hit ABC series black-ish, based on his own life as a husband, father, and failed pescatarian. The show quickly became a critical and popular success, amassing multiple awards and launching three spin-off series – grown-ish on Freeform and mixed-ish at ABC, along with the recently green-lit old-ish. Still, of all his many accolades, Barris remains most humbled by being named the proud recipient of the prestigious 1998 Federal Tax Lien. 

Notwithstanding a decades-long addiction to Afrin nasal-spray, Barris hasn’t stopped creating, among his most recent projects, the Netflix original series #blackAF, which Barris starred in opposite Rashida Jones; the variety sketch series Astronomy Club; and the record-breaking feature film Girls Trip. He has also expanded his work into other genres of storytelling with several projects in various stages of development, including a documentary feature about the life and career of groundbreaking civil rights attorney Ben Crump; a first-of-its-kind adult animated music series Entergalatic based on Grammy Award-winning artist Kid Cudi’s upcoming album of the same name; and a feature-length musical about Juneteenth with Pharrell Williams as his partner on the project. Also in Barris’ development queue, provided he doesn’t become too distracted by the comings and goings of German Chancellor Angela Merkel, are a reboot of the family comedy Cheaper By The Dozen starring Gabrielle Union and Zach Braff; a remake of the classic sports comedy White Men Can't Jump; and an animated feature based on the songs of Bob Marley. Barris also hopes to venture into the tech world with plans for an app that could potentially track all the locations at which a person has had a haircut, despite lukewarm interest from investors.  

Along with his creative endeavors, Barris is a staunch believer in giving back and knows that with great success comes great responsibility. Remember Hurricane Sandy? So does Barris. In fact, his community mindedness is so strong that in 2018 he was honored with the ACLU’s Bill of Rights Award in recognition of his commitment to providing opportunities to young and emerging talent, particularly women and people of color, as well as for the contributions he has made in supporting civil liberties and social justice as a member of the organization’s Board of Trustees. Additionally, in 2018 Barris donated $1 million to establish the Kenya and Rainbow Barris Annual Scholarship Award at his Alma Matter, Clark Atlanta University, where he also received an honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters. Nevertheless, if someone asks for “Dr. Barris,” they likely want one who actually went to medical school.  

Barris lives in Los Angeles with his half-dozen or so children. He hopes to one day retire or to at least know what sleep is again. 

Barry W.  Blaustein (Screenwriter) is the director and producer of the critically acclaimed documentary, BEYOND THE MAT.  Proclaimed by the Los Angeles Times as one of the best films of the year, it was also one of 12 finalists for the Academy Award for Best Documentary and won numerous film festivals throughout the world, including the Best Documentary Award at the South by Southwest Film Festival, as well as garnering a Director’s Guild nomination for Mr. Blaustein.

His documentary, GUYS ‘N DIVAS:  BATTLE OF THE HIGH SCHOOL MUSICALS, which followed three high schools competing to be invited to the International Thespian Festival, aired on Showtime along with other major cable stations.

In the non-documentary arena, Blaustein directed PEEP WORLD, a feature film starring Michael C. Hall, Sarah Silverman, Rainn Wilson, Taraji P. Henson and Kate Mara, which had its world premiere at the Toronto Film Festival and was released by IFC Films. Previous to that, he directed THE RINGER, which starred Johnny Knoxville and Katherine Heigl and was released by Fox Searchlight.  

Along with his writing partner David Sheffield, Blaustein’s feature writing credits include COMING TO AMERICA, NUTTY PROFESSOR, NUTTY PROFESSOR 2: THE KLUMPS and BOOMERANG, on which they also served as co-producers. As head writers and supervising producers on Saturday Night Live, Blaustein and Sheffield also wrote and developed many of Eddie Murphy’s more famous characters including Buckwheat, Velvet Jones, Gumby and Mr. Robinson. They also co-wrote and produced What’s Alan Watching for CBS, which won the National Television Critics Award as Best Special of the Year.

Blaustein also helped create and served as a consultant on the Russian TV show Fizruk, which is the highest-rated TV show in the history of Russian television. In addition, he’s the first American to ever win the Taffy Award (the Russian equivalent of the Emmy).

Along with serving as spokesperson for the Parkinson’s Foundation, Blaustein is a board member of the American Institute for Stuttering. Currently, he is a professor of screenwriting at Chapman University.

David Sheffield (Screenwriter) began his career at Saturday Night Live where he had a hand in writing many of Eddie Murphy’s most famous sketches including Buckwheat, Gumby, Mr. Robinson’s Neighborhood and James Brown’s Celebrity Hot Tub Party. His movie credits – all shared with long-time writing partner, Barry W. Blaustein – include COMING TO AMERICA, BOOMERANG, THE NUTTY PROFESSOR and NUTTY PROFESSOR 2: THE KLUMPS.

Justin Kanew (Screenwriter) is a writer/producer who currently resides in Tennessee with his wife and two children, where he runs the Tennessee Holler, a progressive news site. He was also a Democratic nominee for Congress in 2018. 

He previously ran production & development for National Lampoon and produced WELCOME TO THE JUNGLE, starring Adam Brody and Jean-Claude Van Damme. Kanew was also a two-time contestant on The Amazing Race with his best friend, Zev Glassenberg. He is the son of Jeff Kanew, director of REVENGE OF THE NERDS, among other films.

Ruth E. Carter (Costume Designer) is the 2019 Academy Award winner for Achievement in Costume Design for Marvel’s BLACK PANTHER, making history as the first African-American to win in the category. 

Carter wows audiences and dazzles critics alike with costumes inspired by traditional African tribal wear merged with a contemporary-look, delivering fashion and function, incorporating technology, and creating such authenticity, ownership, and empowerment for the characters and viewers, all of which has cemented her as one of the preeminent voices and experts on Afro aesthetics.

With a career spanning more than three decades in theater, cinema, and television, Carter’s depth of artistry flowing together with her creative instincts, passion for culture and history, empathy for people, enormous capacity for research, eye for detail, and ability to deliver the director’s vision while infusing her art makes her one of the most sought after and renowned costume designers in the world. To date, she’s earned over forty film credits including two additional Academy Award nominations for MALCOLM X (1993) and AMISTAD (1998), as well as an Emmy nomination for the 2016 reboot of television mini-series, Roots.

Carter has collaborated with a myriad of directors and visionaries starting with Spike Lee in SCHOOL DAZE and working with him on 14 films including DO THE RIGHT THING, which is archived in the Library of Congress, MALCOLM X, MO’ BETTER BLUES and OLD BOY. She joined forces with Robert Townsend for the iconic film, FIVE HEARTBEATS, with Keenan Ivory Wayans for I’M GONNA GET YOU SUCKA, and with the late John Singleton for BABY BOY and ROSEWOOD. Carter also created the costumes and look for the pilot episode of Larry David’s Seinfeld.
Her breath of knowledge in African-American history and art was sought after by Steven Spielberg and Debbie Allen and for the incredible AMISTAD. Carter continued to present outstanding work for period ensemble films in Lee Daniels’ THE BUTLER, Ava Duvernay’s SELMA and Reginald Hudlin’s MARSHALL. Carter recently completed work on the first season of Yellowstone, a television series starring Kevin Costner and directed by Taylor Sheridan.

Carter’s brilliant bold 1970s urban dandy costume design work is currently seen in the Netflix film, DOLEMITE IS MY NAME, starring Eddie Murphy and directed by Craig Brewer, for which she won the 2020 Critics Choice Award for Best Costume. She can also be seen in Netflix’s Original Documentary, ABSTRACT, Season 2. 

Carter is the first Costume Designer to cross over into fashion with a Conscious Collection collaboration with H&M featuring her 90's, street-inspired look from early films. Her costumes tell stories so intriguing and memorable that they influence music, fashion, culture, and film-making and help us to understand ourselves better.

Jefferson Sage (Production Designer) was born in San Francisco, the 2nd son of a dermatologist and homemaker. Before long, the family relocated to Reno, Nevada, where Sage and his three brothers were raised. Early interests and activities were centered around the outdoors of Western Nevada and included hunting and fishing, skiing, boating, hiking and camping. By the time was Sage was in high school, he was increasingly interested in art, theatre, literature, music and photography. To this day, he credits this upbringing and its exposure to many and varied interests with laying the groundwork for his career in film and television.

Sage earned a degree in Theatre Arts from the College of William and Mary in Virginia and later, continued design studies at NYU's Tisch School of the Arts, earning an MFA degree in set and lighting design for the stage. He began his career in New York City as a stage designer and assistant designer in theatre, opera, ballet, commercials and industrials before moving into television and feature film work. While based in New York City, he worked as the art director on such feature films as ANALYZE THIS, ONE TRUE THING, BED OF ROSES and DONNIE BRASCO, among others.

With a move to Los Angeles in 1999 with his own family, Sage was hired as the Production Designer on the noted series, FREAKS AND GEEKS. This first foray into television introduced Sage to many artists that would become regular collaborators including Judd Apatow, Paul Feig and Jake Kasdan. Subsequent television credits include the series Undeclared (Universal/ABC), for Judd Apatow and The Bernie Mac Show (Regency/Fox) for Larry Wilmore. Numerous television pilots over the years include New Girl (Fox), Susan 313 (Fox) and Speechless (ABC). More recently, Sage designed the sets for the pilot, Minx, for Lionsgate Television.

Sage's feature film credits include Jake Kasdan’s films SEX TAPE, BAD TEACHER and WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX STORY; Ben Falcone’s TAMMY and SUPERINTELLIGENCE; Judd Apatow’s THIS IS 40, FUNNY PEOPLE and KNOCKED UP; Greg Mottola’s PAUL, and Harold Ramis’ YEAR ONE. His many collaborations with the director Paul Feig include BRIDESMAIDS, THE HEAT, SPY, GHOSTBUSTERS (2015) and A SIMPLE FAVOR.

Sage lives with his family in Los Angeles, where he maintains hobbies in music (guitar, mandolin) and art (watercolor).

Stacey Morris (Hair), who does business under the pseudonym Stacey Kutz, is often referred to as the “Stylist to the Stars.” Stacey spent most of her early youth in New York City, where she was born. As a child, she lived an eventful and colorful life. In hindsight, the energies surrounding her molded the path to her present career and sui generis position as a barber-stylist.

For the last thirty-plus years, Stacey has been an established barber-stylist based in Los Angeles and caters to the demands of high-profile clientele that span across the music, sports, television and film industries worldwide. Her current status, although requiring considerable effort at times, has been extraordinarily exciting and rewarding.

Growing up, Stacey’s interests were shaped by her immediate surroundings. Her maternal grandfather was a barber for more than sixty-seven years. He blazed a trail at the age of seventeen; opening the first barbershop to be both owned and operated by an African-American in Gordon Heights, Long Island. In addition, her mother was a successful model and fashion designer, thus Stacey was directly exposed to the extravagant world of high fashion. Her paternal grandfather was a tailor, ironically “cutting” his way through life. Her late biological father was a progressive music producer/songwriter of many familiar song productions and her stepfather, from her mother’s early second marriage, was a record company executive at RCA, Solar and Warner Brothers Records. All of these factors quickly acquainted her with being in the company of A-list celebrities and instilled in her a natural eye for style.

Her process of discovery involved happy accidents and experimentation while cutting her brother’s hair. These experiences revealed that the young Stacey had an irrefutable talent. Her art quickly blossomed as requests from many of the celebrities who frequented her household poured in. Soon, her barbering skills had an unparalleled reputation! The result of an interrelated equation.

Stacey became the personal barber for familiar names like Kid ‘n Play, Teddy Riley and Guy, New Edition, Doug E. Fresh, Kwame, Mike Tyson, Martin Lawrence and Will Smith. These professional relationships mushroomed into an even greater demand for her services. In addition to those previously listed, Morris soon became the barber for other A-list clientele such as Heavy D, Puffy, Shawn and Marlon Wayans, Jamie Foxx, Riddick Bowe, The Rock, Kobe Bryant and Dwyane Wade. Since then, her demand and career have only continued to grow.

In 2020, Stacey was Oscar shortlisted for her work on the film, DOLEMITE IS MY NAME, and is a three-time Emmy Award, two-time Guild Award and a one-time Critics Choice Award-nominated stylist, who is currently the backup barber for Will Smith and the personal barber-stylist for Eddie Murphy, Anthony Anderson, Brian White, Columbus Short, Brandon T. Jackson, Alfonso Ribeiro, Derek Luke, Anthony Mackie and many more. 

Stacey has done and is the standing barber-stylist on countless productions including, but not limited, to the most current Americas Funniest Videos, black-ish, The Voice and DOLEMITE IS MY NAME. Stacey Kutz is the inspirational linchpin amongst her circle of preferred barbers and peers in the industry. Even with her demanding schedule, Morris still provides house calls, regular in-salon service, in a private setting, where many upcoming and typical patrons intermingle and dot her weekly appointment calendar, all while proactively raising her three beautiful daughters.

Needless to say, establishing a following, gaining union accreditation and maintaining a responsible reputation was no simple feat, but her perseverance and dedication to honing her craft have paid off in many ways. Her 21-year membership in I.A.T.S.E. (International Alliance of Theatrical & Stage Entertainers) and more specifically, to MUAHS, the Makeup Artist and Hair Stylist Guild, Local 706, where she also serves as an executive board member and one of the seven members of their safety task force, most recently authoring the Make-Up & Hair Back-to-Work Covid-19 Safety protocols. These investments attest to her full commitment and devotion to her craft.


Stacey remains dedicated to excellence by shaping the perspectives of appearance beyond the highest standards of fashion, trend and grooming. Represented by Susan Wright of the Criterion Agency in Sherman Oaks, California, vital energy and order are contributed to her success. Stacey Kutz is truly a top-tier artisan.

Mike Marino (Make-Up) became a protege of legendary make-up artist Dick Smith at a young age. Now, with over 25 years of experience in the film industry, he has worked with leading artists in the field, including Rob Bottin, Rick Baker and many others. 

As owner and designer of Prosthetic Renaissance, Marino has been able to realize his goal of leading a first-rate team and elevating the art of special make-up effects. Recent high-profile projects include HBO’s The Undoing, work with The Weeknd for various appearances and the upcoming Matt Reeves' film, THE BATMAN.

Fatima Robinson (Choreographer) was named one of Entertainment Weekly's "100 Most Creative People in Entertainment” and as the New York Times noted, she is “one of the most sought-after hip-hop and popular music choreographers in the world." She is a multi-award-nominated choreographer with experience that spans across all areas of entertainment, from film and television to music and stage productions.
Robinson’s unique vision expands beyond just the steps of choreography and into the outstanding overall look of these events as a creative director and producer, which can be seen in her work as the creative director of the Nipsey Hussle tribute at the 2020 Grammy Awards. Additionally, she is an executive producer of the 2021 Grammy Awards.
Renowned for her ability to blend classic dance-styles with her distinct hip-hop flavor, Robinson has choreographed for iconic artists and notable brands. She has worked on notable spots for brands including Target, Chanel, H&M, Verizon, Motorola, and Heineken. She has also collaborated with artists such as Pharrell Williams, Kendrick Lamar, Major Lazer, Mary J. Blige, Gwen Stefani, Rihanna, Meghan Trainor, Fergie and Usher, as well as iconic artists including Prince, Aaliyah, Whitney Houston and more.
On television, her work can be seen on popular reality shows including Dancing with the Stars, So You Think You Can Dance and American Idol. During 2014-2016, she served as both choreographer and segment producer for NBC’s hit series, The Voice.
Additionally, Robinson choreographs regularly for scripted events and shows such as NBC’s live television production of The Wiz, ABC’s black-ish, BET’s American Soul and Freeform’s grown-ish. She notably choreographed the 2011 Super Bowl Halftime Show with the Black Eyed Peas and in addition to the iconic 2012 Coachella Tupac Hologram performance, she choreographed Coachella performances for Major Lazer, Kendrick Lamar, Halsey and Brockhamptom. She also choreographed performances for the 2007 and 2009 Academy Awards, making her the second African-American woman in history to do so. 
Robinson served as segment producer for The Weeknd’s performance of Earned It at the 2015 Academy Awards and choreographed Pharrell’s unforgettable performance of the hit song, Happy, at the 2014 Academy Awards. She produced Taking the Stage: Changing America, the concert honoring the opening of the Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture and served as executive producer for 2016’s VH1 Hip Hop Honors: All Hail the Queens at Lincoln Center.
Acclaimed by critics and peers alike, Robinson has earned multiple nominations for American Choreography Awards, Choreography Media Honors and a Lucille Lortel Award nomination for Outstanding Choreographer – Off-Broadway, for her theatrical debut, Radiant Baby, a musical based on the life of artist Keith Haring, which was produced and directed by George C. Wolfe at the New York Public Theater. She has received numerous MTV VMA nominations for Best Choreography, including for will.i.am’s #thatPOWER video, and she was also nominated for Video Director of the Year for the 2015 BET Awards.
Robinson’s work as a choreographer and video director for the Black Eyed Peas has earned her several MTV VMA nominations, including a win for Best Hip-Hop Video for My Humps and Best Choreography for Hey Mama. She was also the creative force behind breaking artist, Meghan Trainor, and was the director of All About That Bass, Dear Future Husband and No.
Not only has her talent been recognized by the entertainment industry, but her pivotal contribution to shaping the landscape of African-American women and girls in dance has also been recognized by First Lady Michelle Obama. In 2016, Robinson taught a master class at the White House to celebrate African-American women and dance during Black History Month.
VIII. CREDITS

THE CAST

Akeem / Clarence / Saul / Randy Watson 
EDDIE MURPHY


Semmi / Morris / Reverend Brown / Baba
ARSENIO HALL


Lavelle Junson
JERMAINE FOWLER


Mary Junson
LESLIE JONES



Uncle Reem
TRACY MORGAN



Meeka
KIKI LAYNE


Lisa
SHARI HEADLEY



General Izzi
WESLEY SNIPES


King Jaffe Joffer
JAMES EARL JONES

 
Cleo McDowell
JOHN AMOS


Bopoto
TEYANA TAYLOR


Imani Izzi
VANESSA BELL CALLOWAY


Oha
PAUL BATES


Mirembe
NOMZAMO MBATHA


Omma
BELLA MURPHY


Tinashe
AKILEY LOVE


Idi Izzi
ROTIMI


Maurice
LOUIE ANDERSON


Nexdorian Lieutenant
MICHAEL BLACKSON


Sweets
CLINT SMITH


Nice Man
KEVIN DEWITT


Livia
LUENELL 


Cousins
RODNEY PERRY



NAVV GREENE


Bathing Girls
BRITTNEY IVORY CULBREATH



ALISE S. WILLIS



QUANICE KIRKLAND


Ride Share Driver
DAVID LENGL


Photographer
PERRY ZULU, JR.


Rose Bearer Priestess
GARCELLE BEAUVAIS


Manservant
DONNY SAVAGE


Ride Share Passenger
ROB SMITH
Directed by
Craig Brewer

Screenplay by 
Kenya Barris and Barry W. Blaustein & David Sheffield

Story by 
Barry W. Blaustein & David Sheffield and Justin Kanew

Based on characters created by 
Eddie Murphy

Produced by 
Kevin Misher and Eddie Murphy

Costumes by 
Ruth E. Carter

Executive Produced by 
Brian Oliver, Bradley Fischer, Valerii An, Kenya Barris, 
Charisse Hewitt-Webster, Michele Imperato Stabile and Andy Berman
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